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on which the lately beautiful body of our young friend
was already reduced to little more than a small heaj^f
ashes. This is a single case, and one marked by no
features of singular atrocity ; but it is a fair and unex-
ceptionable example of the way in which this truly
murderous custom daily acts in killing scores of our
fellow-creatures who might otherwise survive, and in
hastening the deaths of hundreds, and in rendering
miserable the last hours of thousands."

That it is a common practice for Hindus to get rid of
parents or other persons from whose death they may
receive some pecuniary advantage, I do not for a moment
believe ; but this custom of hurrying the sick from home,
and, immediately after death, burning the body, renders
the administration of poison a very easy matter. The
legitimate practices on these occasions are favourable to
those who wish to become possessed of the property or
position of their victims. That advantage is taken of
the practice under consideration the following account
will show. " A rich native, who had been attended in
various illnesses by a European, practitioner of eminence
in Calcutta, was taken to the ghat to die. Intimation
of this fact having been in some way made to the doctor,
he hastened to the spot, and found him only slightly
indisposed. Observing that he was attended by one
only of the sections into which he knew the family was
divided, he immediately suspected there was foul play in
the case. On asking if the patient had made a will, and
being answered in the affirmative, he requested per-
mission to read the document. This being granted, he
found, as he had expected, that the testamentary dis-
position was entirely iy. favour of that portion of the
testator's family who were now in attendance on him.
With most praiseworthy imprudence he tore the will